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children are first-generation immigrants,
where the test scores were so low and the
performance was so bad that the State was
about to go in and take over the schools. And
Bell Atlantic came in with others in the com-
munity and put computers in all the classes,
made sure they had good educational soft-
ware, and then they put computers in the
homes.

I met a man who came here from EIl Sal-
vador in 1980 who is nhow—he and his wife
e-mail the principal at school to find out
whether their kid is doing the homework and
how they're doing. And let me tell you what’s
happened since they did that in that poor
school. And New Jersey, | believe, is the sec-
ond or third richest State in America. That
school district in that poor neighborhood
now has a higher attendance rate, a higher
graduation rate, and most important, higher
test scores than the New Jersey State aver-
age, because they were given a chance to be
a part of something good and noble. That's
what we ought to do for everybody.

Now, that’'s what | stand for. If we had
no Government there would be a lot of good
things happening in America. You can see
it is some of these countries that we compete
with that change governments two or three
times a year just to kind of stay in practice.
[Laughter] And their economies continue to
grow. But their unemployment rates are
higher. They suffer terrible inequalities of
opportunity.

You just have to decide. It's your country;
it’s your future. And I'm telling you, if we
can get our people that agree with us to break
through their skepticism and break through
their cynicism, and break through all the po-
litical rhetoric that dominates too many of
our elections, and show up, stand up, and
be counted this year, I know what decision
America will make. | do not believe the
American people want to continue to go
down a road where we are divided for cheap,
short-term political purposes at every elec-
tion. I think the American people understand
that when we are divided we defeat our-
selves, and when we are united we never
lose.

So | ask you, in Michigan, where we have
to win to move the country forward, stand
up with us and fight with us, and reelect
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these Members of Congress and elect some
more, and help us so that we can make the
right decision. The issue is no longer change
versus status quo. There are two dramatically
different views of change on the agenda for
America, and one of them has us going for-
ward together. That's the right one. That’s
the one we need to bring to the American
people.
Thank you, and God bless you all.

NoTe: The President spoke at 1:22 p.m. in the
Cobo Conference and Exhibition Center. In his
remarks, he referred to Ed McNamara, Wayne
County executive; James J. Blanchard, Ambas-
sador to Canada; Prime Minister Jean Chretien
of Canada; Mayor Dennis W. Archer of Detroit;
and Terry McAuliffe, finance chairman, and Laura
Hartigan, finance director, Clinton/Gore '96. A
portion of these remarks could not be verified be-
cause the tape was incomplete.

Statement on Representative Sam
Gibbons’ Decision Not To Seek
Reelection

March 4, 1996

Congress has lost a tenacious champion of
America’s elderly and an unrelenting fighter
for health care reform, open markets, and
free trade with today’s decision by Rep-
resentative Sam Gibbons not to seek reelec-
tion.

From his days as a hero on the beaches
of Normandy through his 34 years in Con-
gress, Sam Gibbons has served his country
and fought for what he believed. As a Con-
gressman, Representative Gibbons has been
a leader in domestic policy, particularly in
the defense of America’s senior citizens and
the protection of their health care. In recent
years, he has worked tirelessly on efforts to
provide health care coverage to all Ameri-
cans.

The American people are grateful for Sam
Gibbons’ long service. His deep dedication
to the Congress and to the American people
will be sorely missed.
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Remarks to the National Association
of Counties
March 5, 1996

Thank you very much. Thank you, Doug
Bovin. Thank you, Michael Hightower. |
have enjoyed working with Doug. I know |
will enjoy working with Michael, and 1| enjoy
working with all of you.

I want to talk to you today about our part-
nership. And we were joking outside—I
know that in some States, the States may be
too big for the person running for Governor
to basically operate from county courthouse
to county courthouse, but I never found that
an obstacle at home. And | feel right at home
here, and | thank you for your warm wel-
come.

Before | begin my remarks to you | feel
obliged to say, because this is my first public
appearance of the day, that I'm sure that all
of you as Americans share my outrage at the
campaign of terror which is being directed
at the people of Israel. These are desperate
and fanatic acts aimed not just at killing inno-
cent people, including innocent children, but
at killing the growing prospects for peace in
the Middle East. They must not succeed.

Today I'm announcing a series of steps to
support the fight against future terrorist at-
tacks, to bring killers to justice, and to rally
support for peace in the Middle East. These
steps include immediate emergency transfer
to Israel of highly sophisticated detection
equipment; the dispatch of American special-
ists to work with their Israeli counterparts
on strengthening antiterrorism measures; the
development of a comprehensive package of
training, technical assistance, and equipment
to improve antiterrorism cooperation among
Israel, the Palestinians, and other govern-
ments in the region; and contact with foreign
governments to ask for their help in the fight
for peace and against terrorism. The United
States has always stood with the people of
Israel through good times and bad, and we
stand with them today.

Let me say that in so many ways your work
is the polar opposite of the extremism which
threatens to tear apart the fabric of so many
societies in the world today. When you walk
out of your office the great challenges of our
time confront you with human faces. You
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have no choice but to reach out to your fellow
citizens and to try to work together to meet
those challenges. As the great former mayor
of New York City, Fiorello La Guardia, once
said, there is, after all, no Republican or
Democratic way to clean the streets. You
have shown what can be accomplished if peo-
ple put aside their differences and work to-
gether. And | hope while you're here you'll
remind every elected official in Washington
that we, too, can do our job here if we do
it together.

I came into this community and into my
job with a very straightforward vision. | want-
ed to make sure that our country would go
into the 21st century with the American
dream alive and well for every single Amer-
ican willing to work for it. I wanted our coun-
try to remain the strongest force for peace
and freedom, for security and prosperity in
the post-cold-war world. And above all, |
wanted to see this country come together
around our basic values and our mutual re-
spect for one another.

Our strategy started with a commitment
to grow the economy to create economic op-
portunity. In the last 3 years, we have worked
on getting the deficit down, interest rates
down, investment in our people up, opportu-
nities for Americans to sell their goods and
services all across the world up; our commit-
ment to technology, to research, to breaking
the barriers to economic opportunity for all
Americans up.

In the last 3 years we’ve made some nota-
ble progress. Americans have created almost
8 million new jobs. We have the lowest com-
bined rates of unemployment and inflation
in 27 years. Homeownership is at a 15-year
high. For the first time in many years, aver-
age earnings are going up, and for the first
time in many years our exports are growing
faster than our imports. Our auto industry
leads the world again, and for 2 years in a
row, after many years on the back benches,
an international economic forum has said
that America is the world’s most productive
economy.

For 3 years in a row, our people have set
successive records for starting new busi-
nesses. We're also beginning to come to-
gether around our basic values. The crime
rate, the welfare and food stamp rolls, the



